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The Gund Gallery is pleased to announce an exhibition of two recent video installations, “The Vis-
itors” (2012) and “The Man” (2010), by Icelandic artist Ragnar Kjartansson (b. 1976). Filmed on the
location of Rokeby Farm in the Hudson River Valley, “The Visitors” assembles a close group of Kjar-
tansson’s friends—artists and renowned musicians from Reykjavik and beyond—whom each con-
tribute individual performances to a collective musical project. The title is borrowed from the 1981
Swedish pop band ABBA album. It was supposed to be the band’s last and was produced as internal
strife and divorce broke up their collaboration. The lyrics to Kjartansson’s “The Visitors” belong to

a poem by artist Asdis Sif Gunnarsdéttir, Kjartansson's ex-wife, combined with the musical arrange-
ment of another artist, David Pér Jonsson. In a single take, the artist’s friends perform the emotional
64-minute piece while in nine separate rooms throughout the Hudson Valley home. Rokeby House
has been in the same family for over 200 years. Its current owners, who also participate in the per-
formance, are dedicated to maintaining bohemian lifestyle. “The Visitors” premiered in North Amer-
ica at Luhring Augustine (NYC) after first being presented at the Migros Museum fiir Gegenwart-
skunst in Zurich.

“The Man" is a single-projection work featuring legendary blues pianist Pinetop Perkins. Perkins,
who performed for over seven decades, was the oldest surviving blues performer from the Delta
region until his passing in 2011. His performance extends Kjartansson’s fascination with repetition
and endurance, as well as portraiture. It was filmed in 2010 outside of Austin, Texas. “The Man” was
most recently part of a solo exhibition organized by the Carnegie Museum of Art in 2011, which has
since toured to the Museum of Contemporary Art in North Miami and the Institute of Contemporary
Art, Boston.

Kjartansson’s work has been featured in numerous solo and group exhibitions aroud the world,
including the Walter Phillips Gallery, Banff, Canada, The Sundance Film Festival New Frontier, Park
City, Utah, and Hafnarborg, The Hafnarfjordur Centre of Culture and Fine Art, Hafnarfjérdur, Iceland.
The artist has also participated in the 2nd Turin Triennial, Turin, Italy, Manifesta 8, Rovereto, Italy, and
Repeat Performances: Roni Horn and Ragnar Kjartansson, Center for Curatorial Studies, Bard Col-
lege, Annandale-on-Hudson, New York, among others. His work is included in numerous museum
collections including the Museum of Modern Art, New York, The Dallas Museum of Art, Texas, North
Miami Museum of Contemporary Art, Florida, and The National Gallery of Canada, Ontario. Other
recent solo exhibitions of his work have been held at the Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo in
Turin, Frankfurter Kunstverein, and the BAWAG Contemporary in Vienna. He was the youngest artist
to represent Iceland at the 2009 Venice Biennale’s International Art Exhibition.



Additionally, the exhibition launches the 2013-2014 curatorial and programmatic theme entitled
“Vernacular Meaning.” The theme, which moves across media, time, space and disciplinary bound-
aries, is intended to bring focus to the ways in which new perspectives and ideas are created through
contemplation of the everyday, the domestic, the local and the commonplace.

Opened in the fall of 2011, the Gund is located on the beautiful 1,000-acre wooded campus of
Kenyon College in the village of Gambier, Ohio just 45 miles from downtown Columbus. The Gund
is dedicated to presenting art and visual culture of the 20th-21st centuries reflecting the interdisci-
plinary mission of liberal arts education. Exhibitions and all public programs are free and open to the
public. For more information visit www.gundgallery.org or call 740-427-5972 or email info@gundgal-
lery.org

Gund Gallery Summer Hours (through August 25th)
Tuesday-Friday 1:00-7:00 PM
Saturday and Sunday: 1:00-5:00 PM

Gund Gallery Hours (after August 25th)
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 1:00-7:00 PM
Thursday: 1:00-10:00 PM

Saturday and Sunday: 1:00-5:00 PM

Gund Gallery exhibitions and programs are supported, in part, by the Ohio Arts Council.

CONTACT:

Megan Hancock, Assistant Director, Curatorial and Educational Programs
740-427-5972
hancockm@kenyon.edu



RAGNAR KJARTANSSON

BORN

1976, Reykjavik, Iceland

Lives and works in Reykjavik, Iceland

Ragnar Kjartansson has been experimenting with elements of visual art, music, and theater and
considers himself mainly a performance artist. His pieces are characterized by the play between
contradictory feelings- sorrow and happiness, horror and beauty, drama and humor.

EDUCATION
2000 The Royal Academy, Stockholm, Sweden
1997-2001 The Icelandic Academy of the Arts, painting department, Reykjavik, Iceland

AWARDS
2011
Malcolm McLaren Award at Performa 11; New York

2008
Nominated for the Icelandic Art Awards; Sjonlist

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2013

“Scandinavian Pain: Ragnar Kjartansson, Edvard Munch,” at Malmé Nordic 2013 Festival, Malmo,
Sweden

“Ragnar Kjartansson: The Visitors,” Luhring Augustine, New York, NY

“Ragnar Kjartansson: The Visitors,” Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary, Vienna, Austria

“Ragnar Kjartansson: The Visitors,” Fondazione HangarBicocca, Milan, Italy

“The Visitors” and “The Man,” The Gund Gallery at Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio

2012

“Benefit,” Migros Museum fir Gegenwartskunst, Zurich, Switzerland

“The End - Ragnar Kjartansson”, Scrap Metal Gallery, Toronto, Canada

“Ragnar Kjartansson: Song,” Museum of Contemporary Art North Miami, Miami, FL; Institute of
Contemporary Art, Boston, MA

‘Ragnar Kjartansson: The End-Venezia,” Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Turin, Italy

“The Visitors,” Migros Museum fiir Gegenwartskunst, Zurich, Switzerland

2011

“Ragnar Kjartansson: The Man,” Arthouse at the Jones Center, Austin, Texas

“Ragnar Kjartansson: Endless Longing, Eternal Return,” Frankfurter Kunstverein, Germany

“Ragnar Kjartansson: Song,” Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, PA; traveling to Museum of
Contemporary Art, North Miami, FL; ICA, Boston, MA

“Take me here by the Dishwasher,” BAWAG Contemporary, Vienna, Austria

“Ragnar Kjartansson,” i8 Gallery, Reykjavik, Iceland

2010
‘Ragnar Kjartansson: Me and My Mother,” EX3 Center for Contemporary Art, Florence, Italy



“Ragnar Kjartansson,” Luhring Augustine, New York

“Studio: The Night- Eroticism, Folkdl, Melancholia,” Moderna Museet, Stockholm, Sweden
“Ragnar Kjartansson: The End,” Walter Phillips Gallery, The Banff Centre, Banff, Canada

“The End - Ragnar Kjartansson”, Hafnarborg, The Hafnarfjordur Centre of Culture and Fine Art,

Hafnarfjordur, Iceland.

2009
Iceland’s representative at Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy

2008
2" Turin Triennal, Turin, Italy
Manifesta 8, Rovereto, Italy

2007

“Repeat Performances: Roni Horn and Ragnar Kjartansson,” CCS BARD, New York, USA
"Folksong,” 508 West 25" Street, New York, USA

“God,” The Living Art Museum, Iceland

"Guilt Trip,” i8 Gallery, Reykjavik, Iceland

"Hot shame the Quest of Shelley’s Heart,” Galleria Crespi, Italy

2006

"Sorrow conquers happiness", Galerie Adler, Frankfurt, Germany

2005

“The Great Unrest,” Dagsbrun, Reykjavik Art Festival, Eyjafjoll, Iceland

2004

“Confidential” (Collaboration show with Magnus Sigurearson), Asmundarsalur, Reykjavik Art Festival,
Iceland

“Monument of Love”, Gallery GUK, Iceland, Denmark, Germany
“Oh my god”, Safn, Reykjavik, Iceland

2003
"Colonialization", Galleri Kling & Bang, Iceland

2001
“Hurt the one you love”, i8, Reykjavik, Iceland

2000
Video installation with Gunnhildur Hauksdottir, Galleri Nema Hvad, Reykjavik, Iceland
“Konstar och jag vil knulla”, Galleri 1319 A, Stockholm, Sweden

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2013

“Deep Feelings. From Antiquity to Now,” Kunsthalle Krems, Krems an der Donau, Austria

“Venice Biennale: Il Palazzo Enciclopedico (The Encyclopedic Palace),” The Arsenale, Venice, Italy

2012

“It's Not the End of the World,” Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Torino, Italy

“Le Nouveau Pleinairisme,” Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec, Quebec, Canada
“True Stories,” Locks Gallery, Philadelphia, PA
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“Discussing Metamodernism,” Tanja Wagner, Berlin

2011

“A Strange Affinity to the Beautiful and the Dreadful,” Hendershot Gallery, New York, NY
Prospect.2, New Orleans, LA (catalogue)

“The Garden of Forking Paths,” Migros Museum, Zurich, Switzerland

2010
“Figura cuncta videntis (the all-seeing eye) / Homage to Christoph Schlingenseif,” Thyssen-Bornemisza
Art Contemporary, Vienna, Austria.
“New Frontier at Sundance 2010,” Park City, Utah.
“Scene Shifts,” Bonniers Konsthall, Stockholm, Sweden.
“Twenty Five,” Luhring Augustine, New York, NY.

2010-2009
“The Reach of Realism,” Museum of Contemporary Art, North Miami, FL (catalogue)

2008

“Pleinairism,” i8 Gallery, Reykjavik, Iceland

“I's Not Your Fault, Art from Iceland” Luhring Augustine Gallery, New York, U.S.A.
“Iceland on the edge” Reykjavik Art Festival, Reykjavik art museum, Iceland
“Iceland on the edge” artfestival at Bozar in Brussel, Belgium

2007
Moleskine Exhibition, ADC Gallery, USA

2006
Momentum, Moss, Norway
Pakkhus Postulanna, Listasafn Reykjavikur, Iceland

2005
Tivoli, Listasafn Arnesinga, Hveragerdi, Iceland

2004

“Where do we go from here?” Tanya Bonakdar Gallery, New York, U.S.

“Etoiles Polares Vooruit”, Ghent, Belgium

“Winter Mass”, The Nordic house, Reykjavik

"Aldrei, Niem Never”, Gallery+, Akureyri, Iceland.

“Momentum 2004”, Moss, Norway

“Berlin North” (Collaboration with the Icelandic Love Corporation), Hamburger Bahnhoff, Berlin, Germany.

2003
“Behind the eyes”, Bergern Kunsthall, Bergen, Norway
“Iceland in Denmark”, Gallery Stalke, Copenhagen, Denmark

2002

“The Times are Changing”, Studio Alaska, Reykjavik

“The Tiger and the Polar Bear”, Gallery 21, Malmd, Sweden.
“Grassroot” The Living Art Museum, Reykjavik, Iceland

2001
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“Polifoni”, The Living Art Museum, Reykjavik, Iceland

HAPPENINGS AND PERFORMANCES

2013

“Self-portraits from room 413,” for “Sequences: real time art festival,” Reykjavik, Iceland

“Sorrow,” with The National, Performance Dome for Sunday Sessions, MOMA PS1, New York, NY
“‘BMW Tate Live: Ragnar Kjartansson,” Tate Modern, Performance Room, London, UK
“Civilization: Monumental Materialism,” MoMA PS1, New York, NY

2012
“Bliss,” The National Theatre of Iceland, Reykjavik, Iceland

2011
“Bliss,” Performa 2011, New York, NY

2010
“The February Radio Drama: The Constant Reality Theater,” The Watermill Center, Watermill, NY

2009

“Number Three: Here and Now. Dusseldorf,” (in association with exhibition “100 Years (Version #1,
Duesseldorf)”), Julia Stoschek Collection, Dusseldorf, Germany.

“SYMPHONY N.1 with Alterazioni Video,” Performa 2009, New York, NY

2004
“The Theater of Artists”, Klink and Bank, Reykjavik, Iceland

2003
“Four variations on sorrow”, Performance with Egill S., Reykjavik Art Museum, Reykjavik, Iceland
“Operatione Pathetica”, performance with Gabriella Fridriksdottir. Circuit Barcelona, Spain

2002

“Modern Music”, CD project with Gabrialla Frieriksdéttir, Living Art Museum, Reykjavik, Iceland
"Santa Claus" performance with Asmundur Asmundsson. Living Art Museum, Reykjavik, Iceland
"The Artist on the corner" performance. Reykjavik Art Festival, Reykjavik, Iceland

"And Bjork of course" a play by Thorvaldur Thorsteinsson.Theater and performances. Reykjavik City
Theater, Iceland

1999-2002 )
Trubadour Rassi Prump, concerts a.o.: Reykjavik, Isafjéreur, Bueir
and Seydisfjordur, Iceland

CURATORIAL PROJECTS

2013

“PLAY! Recapturing the Radical Imagination,” Géteborg International Biennial for Contemporary Art, in
collaboration with Andjeas Ejiksson, Géteborg, Sweden
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MUSIC

2002

Trabant, music for a ballet "Eva 3", Ekka Dance Theater
Trabant, superman cd single, Thulemusik, TMT

2001

Trabant, Enter Space Bar, cd single, Thulemusik, TMT
The Funerals, Pathetic me, Thulemusik, TMT

Trabant, Moment of truth, Thulemusik, TMT

Concerts with music bands Funerals and Trabant

2000
Kanada, Kanada, Thulemusik, TMT

1996
Concerts with Kanada
Music in “Sirkus Skara Skripo” Loftkastalinn, Reykjavik, Iceland

1995
Teenage band Kosy, Késy Jol, Kisi-hljomplotur

1994-1996
Concerts with teenage band Késy
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Year
Artist: Title of Work: Completed: |Medium: Duration: Photos: Sound: Video: Credit Line:
f th ist, Luhring A i N
Ragnar Kjartansson |[The Man (still) 2010 Video 49 minutes [NA NA NA Courtesyc? the artist, Lu 'rm'g ugustine, New
York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.
Nine ch | HD vi Chri T6 o C f the artist, Luhring Augustine, N
Ragnar Kjartansson  [The Visitors (still) 2012 m? ¢ vanne video 64 minutes |Elisabet Davidsdottir N c?mas orn ourtesyc? the artist, Lu .rm'g uglistine, New
projection McDonald Témasson York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.
Nine ch | HD vid Chri T6 o] Court f the artist, Luhring Augustine, N
Ragnar Kjartansson |The Visitors (still) 2012 m? ¢ _anne video 64 minutes |Elisabet Davidsdottir N c’)mas n our esyg € artist, tu .rm.g ugustine, New
projection McDonald TOmasson York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.
Nine ch | HD vid Chri T6 o] Court f the artist, Luhring Augustine, N
Ragnar Kjartansson  |The Visitors (still) 2012 m? ¢ _anne video 64 minutes |Elisabet Davidsdottir N ?mas n our esyg € artist, tu .rm.g ugusting, New
projection McDonald Témasson York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.
Nine channel HD video , . e Chri Témas O Courtesy of the artist, Luhring Augustine, Ne
Ragnar Kjartansson  |The Visitors (still) 2012 |n. ¢ . : v 64 minutes |Elisabet Davidsdottir N X >om urtesy . ! Y . I .g Hgust! W
projection McDonald Témasson York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.
Ragnar Kjartansson  |The Visitors (still) 2012 N|n§ ch.annel HD video 64 minutes |Elisabet Davidsdottir Chris Tc?mas O |Courtesy (?f the artist, Luh‘rm.g Augustine, New
projection McDonald Témasson York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.
- . Nine channel HD video . , . - Chris Témas Orn  [Courtesy of the artist, Luhring Augustine, New
Ragnar Kjartansson  |The Visitors (still) 2012 - 64 minutes |Elisabet Davidsdottir , y . . .g &
projection McDonald Témasson York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.
- Dvi - y = <t Lohni -
Ragnar Kjartansson |The Visitors (still) 2012 Nm? channel HD video 64 minutes |Elisabet Davidsdottir Chris Tc’)mas O |Courtesy c.)f the artist, uhrm.g Augustine, New
projection McDonald Tomasson York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.
Nine ch [ HD vi hri TS o f the artist, Luhring A ine, N
Ragnar Kjartansson  [The Visitors (still) 2012 m? ¢ .anne video 64 minutes |Elisabet Davidsdottir Chris c’>mas Omn Courtesyc.) the artist, Lu ‘rln.g ugustine, New
projection McDonald Tomasson York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.
Nine ch | HD vi Chri T6 o C f the artist, Luhring Augustine, N
Ragnar Kjartansson  [The Visitors (still) 2012 m? ¢ vanne video 64 minutes |Elisabet Davidsdottir N c?mas orn ourtesyc? the artist, Lu .rm'g uglistine, New
projection McDonald Témasson York, and i8 Gallery, Reykjavik.

If you need additional information or have problems with the files please contact the Gund Gallery. Megan Hancock, Assistant Director, Curatorial and Educational Programs
Hancockm@kenyon.edu, (740) 427-5972
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